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Charging Policy
St Mary’s RC Primary School

November 2024
Vision:

We believe that every child is a gift from God, therefore, we aim to provide an outstanding and happy Catholic education which develops the ‘whole child’ whilst enabling them to reach their full potential.
Mission statement:
We love God … so we follow the examples of Jesus

We love learning … so we always do our very best in everything

We love each other … so we treat each other as we want to be treated

INTRODUCTION

St. Mary’s RC Primary School operates its Charging Policy to reflect the Mission Statement.

All education during school hours is free. We do not charge for any activity undertaken as part of the National Curriculum with the exception of individual or group music tuition. 

VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS

When organising school trips, visits or activities which enrich the curriculum and educational experience of the children, the school invites parents to contribute to the cost of the trip. All contributions are voluntary. If we do not receive sufficient voluntary contributions, we may cancel a trip. If a trip goes ahead, it may include children whose parents have not paid any contribution. We do not treat these children differently from any others.

If a parent wishes their child to take part in a school trip or event, but is unwilling or unable to make a voluntary contribution, we do allow the child to participate fully in the trip or activity. Sometimes the school pays additional costs in order to support the visit. Parents have a right to know how each trip is funded. The school provides this information on request.

For PP children we request a voluntary contribution of 50% of the total cost of the trip (including transportation). School contributes the same amount per child from the PP budget. 

The following is a list of additional activities organised by the school, which require voluntary contributions from parents. These activities are known as ‘optional extras’. This list is not exhaustive:

•
visits to museums;

•
sporting activities which require transport expenses;

•
outdoor adventure activities;

•
visits to the theatre or theatre groups visiting school;

•
musical events.
RESIDENTIAL TRIPS
The cost of our year 6 residential will be split: 50% accommodation/ food and 50% activities.  Parent will be expected to pay for accommodation and food, the other 50% parents will be invited to contribute towards.

Parents will be made aware that if we do not receive sufficient voluntary contributions we may have to cancel the residential.
In this instance PP will pay the 50% for activities per child eligible.
UNIFORM

Parents can purchase the accepted school uniform from the school suppliers via the school website and from a local supplier directly, we stock a small amount of ties.
MUSIC TUITION

All children study music as part of the normal school curriculum. We do not charge for this.
There is a charge for individual or group music tuition if this is not part of the National Curriculum, where peripatetic music teachers from Rochdale Music Service teach individual or group lessons. Invoices for the service will be sent out and due for payment in advance of the lessons starting.  If payment is not made by the required date, the lessons will not be started.
SWIMMING

The school organises swimming lessons for children. These take place in school time and are part of the National Curriculum. We make no charge for this activity. We inform parents when these lessons are to take place, and we ask parents for their written permission for their child to take part in swimming lessons. We may ask that parents make a contribution to the cost of the bus transport as it is too far for the children to walk.

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

The school offers other extra-curricular activities run by members of staff, some of which may be seasonal e.g. rounders.  There may be a charge of £2.50 for these sessions.

NURSERY FEES

All children, in the term following their 3rd Birthday are entitled to 15 hours free Nursery Education and there is now a further entitlement for working parents to receive an additional 15 hours. The school offers full time places and for any parent not entitled to 30 hours funding, these additional sessions are chargeable at £14.50 per session, this coves the morning or afternoon 3hr session. These fees are still payable if the child is absent.
SCHOOL DINNERS
There are now payable to Dolce
AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS

After school clubs provided by staff are charged at £2.50 per session. If an outside agency provides an after club the amount charged will be established by the total cost divided by the total amount of children attending. School will only charge enough to cover the provider’s costs and will not profit from this charge, all these sessions will be bookable and payable on the Schoolcomms app.
PUPIL PREMIUM

Pupils eligible for pupil premium funding are entitled to subsidised trips and music tuition.
SCHOOLCOMMS
All chargeable activities are now paid for through Schoolcomms. If any parent does not have access to the internet and cannot use this system the office can add payments manually.
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